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Topics
(not necessarily in this order)

• MSC Overview and Mandate
• Genomes and Workflow across Resource Centers
• Data Release Policy & Reporting
• New Project Evaluations
• Current MSC Status & Completion
• Program Interactions
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Genome Work and Data Flow Across the 
TIGR/NIAID Resource Centers
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Data Release & Reporting
http://msc.tigr.org/status.shtml

• Chromatograms: daily or 
regular intervals based on 
project

• Assembly files: >= 3X 
assembly, 45 days after 
completion

• Auto-annotation: >= 5X 
immediately after 
completion

• Manual Annotation: After 
sequencing/finishing is 
completed

Submissions



Current Status & Completion



New MSC Projects
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Relevant BRCStrainsOrganism Selection Criteria
• Medical importance
• Status of other projects on the same 

organism
• Lab strain vs. clinical isolate 
• Availability of experimental tools 
• Community of users
• How well the strain represents the 

species

Sample Acquisition
• DNA / RNA
• Cell pellet



Genomes Common to NIAID/TIGR Resource Centers

MSC Program BRC Genomes PFGRC Arrays







Would better BRC-MSC coordination matter?
in support of diagnostics, therapeutics, vaccines, mechanisms, virulence factors etc.

• “Faith-based” bottom-up initiatives 
like the resource centers actually 
work

• Requirements inputs from expert 
community and applications 
developers to MSCs and BRCs to 
focus efforts and outputs with well-
posed problems/questions

• Project management plans to 
push/pull MSC genomes and MSC 
generated data and analyses to their 
corresponding BRCs

• Are MSCs and BRCs separated by a 
common language and uncommon 
metrics?

• Collective future of Resource 
Centers like MSCs and BRCs
depends on demonstrating value

“To call in a 
statistician after the 
experiment is done 
may be no more 
than asking him to 
perform a 
postmortem 
examination: he may 
be able to 
say what the 
experiment died of.”
(R.A. Fisher) 



Thanks

• NIAID

• TIGR Service Team members of 
– The Joint Technology Center (JTC) – Sequencing
– Biotechnology Core Services (BCLS & BCIS) – Genome finishing
– Informatics (IFX) - Assembly, Annotation & Data Submissions

• Ishwar Chandramouliswaran, MSC Project Manager


